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EUROPE FROM 911 TO 1198

Philip and ^o the domain of the French king. Now he had to deal with
Richard, a young man in place of an old man, active and
vigorous, the greatest soldier of his age, yet unstable, too
prone to adventure and reckless enterprise. Outwardly they
were still friends; and they went together, as arranged, on
crusade in 1190, Richard full of excitement and enthusiasm.
But Philip was deeply regretting that he had been moment-
arily led astray by his emotions into taking the crusading
vow ; it was galling to him to be diverted thus from the main
purpose of his life ; and he had the further mortification of
seeing his own vassal preferred to himself as the obvious
leader of the crusaders. So there was constant friction. It
began at Messina, where Richard married Berengaria of
Navarre, and Philip had to receive back Alice and at the
same time leave the Vexin in Richard's hands. In Palestine,
Philip, irritable and neurotic, was only a hindrance to the
progress of the crusade. He escaped from it on the first
pretext and by the end of 1190 was back in France, and in
his accustomed environment he began to recover his mental
balance. His mind became busy with schemes for the ruin
of Richard, for whom he had conceived a violent hatred;
but as Richard was still on crusade he could not outrage
opinion by attacking his possessions. For the moment, too,
he was occupied in entering upon his inheritance in eastern
Vermandois, since Philip of Alsace died in 1191; and as the
new count of Flanders, Baldwin of Ilainault, proved most
complaisant, he was able to prepare the way for the acquisition
of Artois also.

His opportunity came with the capture of Richard in
December 1192, and then he took action at once. He easily
won over John against his brother, he allied himself with the
king of Denmark in order to have naval assistance for an
invasion of England, he tried to bribe the Emperor Henry VI
to keep Richard a prisoner, and he seized the Norman Vcxin.
But his scheming was to little purpose, and it seemed that
with all his mental qualities he could not prevail with his
contemporaries against the darling personality of Richard.
John's influence in Normandy and England proved to be
insignificant, and Henry VI preferred his captive enemy to
Ms French ally. Most unfortunate of all was the Danish
alliance, which brought him no material advantage but only
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